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June 16, 1998

  

Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has included                two Franklin County projects in its FY Š99 budget blueprint for                the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The projects are: 1)                the Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center, and 2) the Western                Massachusetts Industrial Development Equity Pool. The House Agriculture                Appropriations bill was cleared by the House Appropriations Committee                today; the measure is expected to be passed by the House in June                or July. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation                is due by October 1, 1998, the beginning of the Fiscal Year 1999.              

"These projects would catalyze economic growth in Franklin County,"                Rep. Olver said. "This is a great first step for these projects,                and I am going to work closely with the USDA office of Rural Development                to ensure that these important projects are funded next year."              

The Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center will be multi-purpose,                and consist of a licensed commercial kitchen, individual processing                space, warehouse space for dry, frozen and cool storage. It will                also provide a forum for education and technical assistance on topics                of importance to farmers and food processors. The Center will serve                a diverse group of users -- from apple orchards expanding into applesauce                production to restaurant owners producing house salad dressing for                retail sale. Additionally, as a business incubator, the center will                serve to strengthen farms, promote sales and foster employment in                the agricultural and food processing sector. Over 40 farms and food                businesses have expressed their interest and support of the Center.              

"The Food Processing Center is an excellent solution for farmers                who have been struggling to overcome the high capital costs associated                with creating new foods and expanding product lines," Rep. Olver                said.              

The Western Massachusetts Industrial Development Equity Pool will                fill the investment gap for 2 to 3 buildings in Franklin County                that have been affected by the industrial and economic decline of                the region. Currently, the many distressed and abandoned buildings                have significant reuse capabilities, but due to the cost of refurbishment                and the lack of rental income to recoup these costs, the properties                remain stagnant. The Equity Pool funds are expected to leverage                private financing dollars and create new jobs by spurring private                investment in the project communities.              

"The Industrial Development Equity Pool will be an important tool                to help Franklin County spur job growth and industrial redevelopment                efforts," Olver said.             
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